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Welcome to the new year at Cleckheaton U3A!  It’s good to see so many members, both returning 

and new, a total of nearly 600 in the 33 groups.  

We have three new classes this year: German Beginners with Alan Pearman, Let’s Play Dominoes with 

Margaret Harpin and Spen Valley Heritage with Richard Grylls and Max Rathmell, this last one 

comprising five fortnightly talks starting in January.  New coordinators have taken over Probing the 

News (Dallas Clark), Current Affairs (Geoff Myers) and Fine Wines (Irene Jordan).  Margaret Jones 

now organises Serendipity in place of Jackie Leonard who had run the group for five years. Many 

thanks to her for her hard work.  We are also pleased to welcome back Gerry Wright, now able to 

take his Social History group again. 

Only one class will not run – Allons-y Alonso!  We would like to thank Trish Cullen for her work with 

the group for the last four years. 

Cassie Bradford is going to run a new self-help art group on Monday mornings, 10am-12noon, week 2, 

starting in January.  If you are interested in joining, please ring one of the contact numbers below or 

send a message via the website. 

 

CLASS VACANCIES 

There are still places in some groups and a list of those can be seen on the website or on one of the 

notice boards in the Town Hall. If you are interested in joining another class, please make 

arrangements by ringing one of the contact numbers below or send a message via the website. If, 

however, you are unable to continue attending a class, please inform your tutor or a committee 

member as soon as possible, as there may be a waiting list. 

 

CANCELLATION OF CLASSES 

Sometimes classes have to be cancelled either because of severe weather or when something 

unexpected arises.  If it seems your class may be cancelled, please refer to Stop Press on the 

website or ask a friend to do it for you.  By clicking on Follow on the website you can be informed 

automatically whatever the reason. You never know when that might be useful. 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

At enrolment you were asked if you would need help to leave the Town Hall in an emergency and 

reach our assembly point in the car park behind the Yorkshire Bank.  Can you get down the stairs 

quickly and safely without help? Even if your problem is only temporary, it is vital that we know 

where assistance would be needed.  If you feel you should be added to the list, please let your tutor 

know or ring one of the contact numbers without delay. 

If the Town Hall has to be evacuated,  all class members must register in person with their tutor at 

our assembly point as soon as possible so that everyone is quickly accounted for. 

 

REFRESHMENTS 

Although the caretakers set out the refreshments before classes, it is the responsibility of 

volunteers from each group to clear up.  Instructions are in each box. 



 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES 

The lunch club continued to meet during the summer and eleven groups based in the Town Hall 

enrolled for classes between May and August. 

Since some of the regular tutors like a break in the summer, there is the opportunity for other 

volunteers to take new groups during this session.  The number of classes or workshops can be 

flexible and the timing arranged to suit the tutor.  If you are interested and would like to discuss 

this further, please ring one of the contact numbers. 

A flyer of classes for next summer will be issued in the spring and enrolment will take place in the 

Town Hall on Tuesday, 7th April 2020, from 10-11.30am.  Doors open at 9am. 

 

AGM 

The AGM followed on from a coffee morning on 18th June.  The events of the year were reviewed 

and there was the opportunity for members to question the committee. 

There is still room for two new committee members to help with the running of our organisation.  If 

you are interested, please ring one of the contact numbers. 

 

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 

This will take place on Monday, 9th December, from 2-4pm, and is a free event for members.  It will 

include entertainment and refreshments. 

Raffle tickets will be sold during the social and the raffle will be drawn later that afternoon.  Prizes 

are always donated by members.  Since the sale of tickets and the donation of prizes help to keep 

down our costs, please be as generous as possible.  From the beginning of November contributions 

can be placed in the box near the tea table on the first floor or handed to any committee member.  

Large gift bags would also be useful. 

 

ART AND CROSS STITCH COMPETITIONS 

Again this year there will be both an art competition and a cross stitch competition.  Members are 

invited to submit a painting suitable for the back cover of the prospectus or a work of cross stitch 

to appear inside it.  Any member may take part: it is not confined to those who attend the art and 

craft classes. Winners will be chosen by vote at the coffee morning on Tuesday, 17th March 2020, 

10am-12noon.  Rules of entry and entry forms will be available after Christmas, but for enquiries 

before then please ring one of the contact numbers. 

 

STEPHEN BARLOW  

We are sorry to hear that Stephen died in September after a long illness. He was art tutor for 

twenty years till 2015, and he and his wife, Maureen, remained members after that.  Our deepest 

sympathies are with Maureen and the family.  Stephen will be remembered fondly by the many 

friends he made during his long association with us. 

 

BEST WISHES TO EVERYONE FOR A PROFITABLE AND ENJOYABLE WINTER TERM 

 

If you need to know more about Cleckheaton U3A, please consult the website 

cleckheatonu3a.com 

or contact Caroline 01274877357  Kath 01924 411934  Shirley 01274 873078 


