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Welcome to the new U3A year!  It’s good to see so many members returning and to meet 125 

newcomers, making a total of nearly 600 in the 34 groups.  As usual many thanks go to all the 

tutors and coordinators who give up so much time voluntarily.   

There are two new classes this year: Acoustic Guitar for Beginners with David Everett and 

Ballroom for Beginners with Pauline Batley.  There are two new tutors.  Joan Frear has taken 

over the Cross Stitch group from Rhoda Dale, retiring after an amazing 23 years, and Val 

Stockley is now taking Let’s Read in place of Betty Thornley who is stepping down after seven 

years because of ill health.  Special thanks go to them both. 

Enrolment Day went smoothly since everyone is now more used to the streamlined procedure, 

necessary as our organisation has grown so much. For the same reason a code of conduct has 

been produced and was distributed on that day.  

  

CLASS VACANCIES 

Places are still available in a few groups and a list of those can be seen on the website or on one 

of the notice boards in the Town Hall.  If you are interested in joining another class, please 

make arrangements by ringing one of the contact numbers at the end of this newsletter. If, 

however, you are unable to continue attending a class, please inform your tutor or a committee 

member as soon as possible, since there may be a waiting list. 

 

CANCELLATION OF CLASSES 

Sometimes classes are disrupted by severe weather.  If it seems that your class may be 

cancelled, please refer to Stop Press  on the website or contact a friend who can do this for 

you.  At the moment, unfortunately, Town Hall staff are unable to deal with enquiries. 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

At enrolment you were asked if you would need help to leave the Town Hall in an emergency and 

reach the assembly point in the car park behind the Yorkshire Bank. Although some names were 

submitted, it is essential for there to be a full list.  Could you get down the stairs quickly and 

safely without assistance?  Even if your problem is only temporary, it is vital that it is clear 

where help would be needed. 

If you feel that you should be added to the list, please let your tutor know or ring one of the 

contact numbers without delay.  It is important that you give this careful consideration. 

 

REFRESHMENTS 

Although the caretakers set out the refreshment table before classes, it is the responsibility 

of volunteers from each group to clear up. Each tutor has a copy of the instructions.  

 

SAD NEWS 

We were sorry to hear that two of our members had died.  Mabel Whiteley, committee member 

and secretary, will be missed by her many friends.  Ken Ward will be remembered as a gifted 

artist and for his positive attitude to life.  
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WALKING GROUP 

Wendy Jennings is giving up leadership of the walking group because of ill health and so new 

walk leaders are urgently required.  There are planned walks which can be done and volunteers 

can choose how many they wish to lead. If you are interested, please make contact through the 

website or through any committee member.  Regrettably, if not enough volunteers to lead the 

twelve walks next year come forward by the end of November, the walk already planned for 

this December will be the last for the group. Of course thanks go to Wendy for leading the 

group, according to her, seemingly for ‘donkey’s years’. 

 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES 

The lunch club and the walking group continued to meet during the summer.  Twelve groups 

based in the Town Hall also enrolled. 

Some of the regular tutors like a break in the summer and so there is an opportunity for other 

volunteers to take new groups at this time.  The number of classes or workshops can be flexible 

and the timing arranged to suit the tutor.  If you are interested and would like to discuss this 

further, please contact Glenys (07941 198320). 

A flyer of classes for next summer will be issued in the spring and enrolment will take place in 

the Town Hall on Tuesday, 10th April, from 10-11.30am.  Doors open at 9.15am. 

 

AGM 

The AGM followed on from a coffee morning on 6th June.  Three longstanding members of the 

committee stepped down. Denise Carter, tutor liaison (14 years), Sylvia Lillie, events (13 years), 

and Margaret Taylor, secretary (9 years), were presented with gifts in recognition of their 

hard work.  Irene Jordan joined the committee as secretary and Christine Clayton to handle 

data entry and room bookings. 

 

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 

This will take place on Monday, 4th December, from 2-4pm, and is a free event for members. It 

will include entertainment and refreshments. 

Raffle tickets will be sold during the social and the raffle will be drawn later that afternoon. 

Prizes are always donated by members.  Since the sale of raffle tickets and the donation of 

prizes help to keep down the cost of classes, please be as generous as possible.  From the 

beginning of November contributions can be placed in the box near the tea table on the first 

floor or handed to any committee member.  Large gift bags would also be useful. 

 

ART AND CROSS STITCH COMPETITIONS 

Again this year there will be both an art competition and a cross stitch competition.  Members 

are invited to submit a painting suitable for the back cover of the prospectus or a work of 

cross stitch to appear inside it.  The winners will be chosen by vote at the coffee morning on 

Tuesday, 24th April 2018.  Rules of entry and entry forms will be available after Christmas, but 

for enquiries before then, please ring one of the contact numbers below. 

 

BEST WISHES TO EVERYONE FOR A PROFITABLE AND ENJOYABLE WINTER SESSION. 

 

If you need to know more about Cleckheaton U3A, please visit the website or contact   

Caroline 01274 877357  or  Glenys 07941 198320 


